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The  LIFE BOREALWOLF proje ct  
int e ract s  with loca l pe ople  unde r s ix 
t he m e s . During  20 19 –20 25 , it  a im s  t o 
re duce  t he  ne gat ive  im pact s  as s ocia t e d 
with t he  pre s e nce  of wolve s .

The  wolf is  c las s ifie d as  a  t hre a t e ne d s pe cie s  in Finland, but  e ffort s  t o  re ach a  vit a l wolf
popula t ion are  fut ile , if pe ople  fe e l t ha t  t he y cannot  coe xis t  with wolve s . The  pre s e nce  of
wolve s  oft e n caus e s  conce rns , fe ars  and los s e s  of dom e s t ic  anim als . Goals  of t he  LIFE BOREALWOLF proje ct  
include  re ducing  t he s e  ne gat ive  im pact s  and de ve loping  t ools  for t he  m anage m e nt  of wolve s , t he re by incre as ing
the  acce pt abilit y of wolve s  in t he  Finnis h s ocie ty.

Communication: sharing information 
about wolves and the project results

• Information is  share d via  we bpage , social me dia ,
our collaborators  and various  forms  of mate ria ls . 

• Targe te d e ve nts  are  organise d for various  groups : re s ide nts  of 
wolf te rritorie s , te rritory coope rat ion groups , school childre n, 
re pre se ntat ive s  of the  me dia  and parliame nt  me mbe rs .

• You can vis it  us  a t  www.susilife.fi/en

Police and game warden patrol in 
Eastern Finland: monitoring against 
wildlife crimes

• The  patrol monitors  are as  of suspe cte d or ve rifie d ille gal killing 
of large  carnivore s , ut ilis ing a  risk map tool (a  proje ct  output). 
Aim is  to build a  working mode l re plicable  in othe r countrie s .

• The y also ve rify wolf obse rvat ions  and he lp to solve human-
wolf conflicts  such as  re curre nt  wolf vis its  ne ar hous ing.

Modelling tools for wolf population 
management: finding the best
strategies 

• The  proje ct  de ve lops  a  tool to  e valuate  wolf
manage me nt  s t ra te gie s , which accounts  e .g., for the  
mult ispe cie s  inte ract ions  be twe e n carnivore s  and ungulate s .

• A map tool for public  office rs  is  produce d to ide nt ify hotspots  
of ille gal killing and to targe t  monitoring accordingly.

Prevention of losses: helping farmers 
to protect livestock from depredation

• P roje ct  pe rsonne l offe r tools , guidance  mate ria ls
and face -to-face  consulta t ion, e spe cially within wolf
te rritorie s  and to those  farms , which have  suffe re d damage s .

• P rote ct ive  me asure s  include :
• Durable  e le ctric  fe nce s , movable  lightwe ight  fe nce s
• Trail came ras  and GP S-collars  for monitoring
• Sound, light  and move me nt  de te rre nts  (with P IR se nsors )

• P rote ct ing far-working hunting dogs  is  challe nging: ve s ts  and 
de te rre nts  are  not  sufficie nt  a lone . Tools  for re al-t ime  
information sharing are  be ing de ve lope d during the  proje ct .

Collection and monitoring of DNA-
samples: supporting the network of
trained volunteers

• The  are a of colle ct ion is  e xte nde d to cove r a ll known wolf 
te rritorie s  and ne w local volunte e rs  are  e ncourage d to 
part icipate  in colle ct ing DNA-sample s  (wolf scats ).

• P roje ct  planne rs  as s is t  local volunte e rs  with the  fie ldwork of 
colle ct ing DNA-sample s . Communicat ion and sharing 
information on wolf obse rvat ions  is  vita l to  re inforce  the  
coope rat ive  re la t ionship.

• Re sults  of the  DNA-sampling are  pre se nte d act ive ly and in a  
compre he ns ive  way to the  ge ne ral public .

Interaction and cooperation in wolf
regions: platforms and training

• The  ne twork of volunte e rs , who confirm  large
carnivore  obse rvat ions  made  by cit ize ns , is  vita l for producing 
populat ion monitoring data . The  proje ct  supports  this  ne twork 
by update d t ra ining, by collaborat ive  as s is tance  in the  fie ld, 
and by furthe r e xte nding the  ne twork to non-hunte rs .

• Within wolf te rritorie s , local s take holde rs  conve ne  as  groups  
to discuss  the  wolf s ituat ion and plan use ful re gional act ions . 
P roje ct  supports  the se  te rritory coope rat ion groups
for e xample , by providing me e ting 
mate ria ls  and information on wolve s .

The map of Finland
showing estimated
wolf territories
from March 2021
as blue circles and
territory cooperation
groups as orange
areas.

Background map from National Land Survey Finland
Territory data from Nature Resource Institute Finland

Early results on preventing losses

• During summe rs  20 20 –20 21, 22 farms  we re
provide d with e le ctric  fe nce s  to prote ct  the ir
live s tock (ca . 5 0  km). Trail came ras , de te rre nts  and
GP S-collars  we re  le nt  to some  4 0  farms .
• P roje ct  gathe rs  a lso use r e xpe rie nce  in orde r to 

re comme nd suitable  me thods  to diffe re nt  farms . Le nt  
mate ria ls  lowe r the  thre shold to acquire  own de vice s .

• Some  7 0 0 0  animals  (mainly she e p)
have  re ce ive d incre ase d prote ct ion
so far. Live s tock owne rs  have  be e n
happy to collaborate  and re ce ive
hands -on as s is tance  and guidance . 

Early results on DNA-monitoring

• During the  sampling se ason of winte r
20 20 –20 21, the  incre ase d support  and t ra ining 
for volunte e rs  yie lde d a  re cord sample  quota  of
1 4 9 9 , gathe re d from 278  individual wolve s . P roje ct  planne rs  
colle cte d ove r 10 0  of the se  sample s , targe t ing e spe cially 
those  are as  lacking volunte e r e fforts .

• Sampling was  act ive ly supporte d by
the  local s take holde rs , such as  te rritory 
coope rat ion groups . This  prove d to be
important  for the  succe ss  of the  
sampling.

Early results on cooperation

• A guide book for large  carnivore  obse rve rs  was
publishe d and dis tribute d to volunte e rs  in 20 21.

• P roje ct  is  support ing te rritory coope rat ion groups  by:
• P roviding guide line s  update d base d on me mbe r fe e dback.
• P roviding groups  with te mplate s  to communicate  with 

the ir s take holde rs , for e xample  le afle ts  & pre ss  re le ase s .
• Atte nding group me e tings  and

organis ing collaborat ive  se minars
to promote  local dia logue .

• Re laying information be twe e n
locals  and authorit ie s .

Conclusions

• It  is  highly important  to me e t  face -to-face  with pe ople  living on wolf te rritorie s . This  he lps  to e ngage  the m more
and allows  for incre ase d e xchange  of information.

• Gathe ring wolf obse rvat ions  and DNA-sample s  by volunte e rs  and forming coope rat ion groups  to wolf te rritorie s
can be  re comme nde d as  manage me nt  tools  for othe r countrie s , whe re  conflicts  arise  from the  pre se nce  of wolve s . 

• We ll-funct ioning coope rat ion be twe e n large  carnivore  obse rve rs , othe r te rritory re s ide nts  and the  authorit ie s
part icipat ing in wolf manage me nt  e nsure s  that  wolve s  are  compre he ns ive ly monitore d and pe ople  have  acce ss  to
re liable  and up-to-date  information about  wolve s . It  a lso he lps  to tackle  wolf de pre dat ion with act ive  pre ve ntive  me asure s .
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Opport unit ie s  for loca ls  t o  
part ic ipa t e  is  t he  ke y t o  s ucce s s ful 

m anage m e nt  of wolve s !
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